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Serial No. 10/075,914 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Original) An intraluminal stent comprising: 

a metallic reinforcing component; and 

a biodegradable polymeric material covering at least a portion of the metallic 
reinforcing component; 

the metallic reinforcing component providing structural reinforcement for the 
stent but being insufficient, in the absence of the biodegradable polymeric material, to 
provide a stent capable of maintaining patency of a lumen upon implantation of the stent 
into the lumen. 

2. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 1, wherein the metallic reinforcing 
component comprises a biocompatible metal selected from the group consisting of 
stainless steel, titaniimi alloys, tantalum alloys, nickel alloys, cobalt alloys and precious 
metals. 

3. (Original) The intralxmiinal stent of claim 2, wherein the biocompatible metal 
comprises a shape memory alloy. 

4. (Original) The intraluminal stent ofdaim 3, wherein the shape memory alloy 
comprises a nickel-titanium alloy. 

5. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 1, Miierein the biodegradable polymeric 
material comprises a biocompatible biodegradable polymer selected from the group 
consisting of polylactic acid, polyglycolic acid, polycaprolactone, polyorthoesters, and 
trimethylene carbonate polymers, as well as copolymers and mixtures thereof. 

6. (Original) The. intraluminal stent of claim 1, wherein the stent is selected from the 
group consisting of endovascidar, biliary, tracheal, gastrointestinal, urethral, ureteral and 
esophageal stents. 
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7. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 6, wherein the stent is selected 
fxDm the group consisting of a b alloon-expandable stent and a e r-self-expandabl e stent . 

8. (Currently amended) The intrahuninal stent of claim 6. wherein the stent is an 
endovascular sten t is a ooronory oimU 

9. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 1» wherein the metallic reinforcing 
component comprises a plurality of apertures. 

10. (Currently amended) The intraliuninal stent ofclaim9> wherein the metallic 
reinforcing component is selected from the group consisting of an open-mesh network 
comprising one or more knitted^ woven or braided metallic filaments; an interconnected 
network of articulable segments; a coiled or helical structure comprising one or more 
metallic filaments; and? a pattemed tubular m^alUc sheet. 

IL (Currently am^ided) The intraluminal stent o f oloim 1 0 claim 9 . wherein the 
metallic reinforcing component is selected from the group consisting of an open-mesh 
network comprising one or more knitted, woven or braided metallic filaments and a 
coiled or hehcal structure comprising one or more metallic filaments, and w herein said 
metallic filaments comprise two or more different rhetals. 

12. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent o f oloim 1 0 claim 9> wherein the 
metallic reinforcing component is a pattemed tubular metallic sheet and w herein the 
pattemed tubular metallic sheet is formed by laser cutting or chemical etching of a 
metallic sheet 

13. (Original) The intraluminal- stent of claim 9, wherein the biodegradable polymeric 
material covering at least a portion of the metallic reinforcing component comprises a 
biodegradable polymeric material coating layer. 
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14. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 13, wherein said biodegradable 
polymeric material coating layer comprises one or more therapeutic agents, one or more 
aftd/eiKiiagnostic agents , or a combination of one or more therapeutic agents and one or 
more diagnostic agents . 

15. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 9, wherein the biodegradable polymeric 
material covering at least a portion of the metallic reinforcing component comprises two 
or more biodegradable polymeric material coating layers. 

16. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 15, wherein one or more of the 
biodegradable polymeric material coating layers comprise one or more therapeutic 
agents, one or more ^ A^diagnostic agent s, or a combination of one or more the rapeutic 
agents and one or more diagnostic agents > 

17. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 16, wherein different 
therapeutic agents or different c ombinations of therapeutic agents are present in two ef 
or more of said biodegradable polymeric material coating layers. 

18. (Original) The mtraluminal stent of claim 15, wherein at least two of said 
biodegradable polymeric material coating layers have different rates of biodegradation. 

19. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 16, wherein at least two of said 
biodegradable polymeric material coating layers comprise a therapeuti c agent and have 
dififerent rates of release of M,tiierapeutic agent therefrom. 

20. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 9, wherein the metallic reinforcing 
component and biodegradable polymeric material are provided within a laminated 
stmcture. 



PAGE 5/13 * RCVD AT 8nV2004 7:12:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EPXRP-1/1 * DN1S:8729302 * CSID:703 433 2362 * DURATION <mm-S8):04-68 



Hug 03 2004 7:14PM Maaer, Fortkort 8c William 703 433 23B2 



Serial No. 10/075,914 

21 . (Original) The mtraluminal stent of claim 20, wherein the metallic reinforcing 
component is disposed between two or more layers of the biodegradable polymeric 
material. 

22. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 21, wherein the two or more layers 
comprise different biodegradable polymeric materials. 

23. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 21, wherein at least one of said 
two or more layers comprises one or more therapeutic agents, one or more ond/or 
diagnostic agents , or a combination of one or more therapeutic agents and one or more 
diagnostic agents . 

24. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 23, wherein different 
therapeutic agents or different c ombinations of therapeutic agents are present in two or 
more of said layers. 

25. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claim 21, wherein at least two of said layers have 
different rates of biodegradation. 

26. (Currently amended) The intraluminal stent of claim 23, wherein at least two of said 
layers comprise a therapeutic agent and h ave diflfercnt rates of release of fee.therapeutic 
agent there&om. 

27. (Original) The intraluminal stent of claiml, wherein a surface of the metallic 
reinforcing component is passivated to enhance its biocompatibility. 
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